
CHAPTER 1

12:00 a.m. Monday, 29th October 

Herrick’s lnau end hadn’t come in the hofr ow aimuessuy gaitinC 
in the vorTette. zetro’s men neTer materiauiped wrom the shadogs to 
aTenCe their em-uoyer. zhe imaCined danCers that had -uaCfed his 
mind had sgiwtuy eTa-orated oTer time. He sat in the serene sanctfary 
and -ainwfu siuence ow the vorTette gith his driTer. zhe tgo men simS
-uy idued at the base ow RhaganCfnk WidCe in the Nitch’s Houe state 
-ark, gaitinC wor the -otentiau taiu wrom Yeg Eork vity, ghich neTer 
came. zhey gere back on the road aCain githin the hofr, headinC 
east to Herrick’s lnau destination, ghich gas broaduy discuosed to him 
as Yeg “nCuand. Herrick gas stiuu deuiriofs wrom the tainted buood 
cofrsinC throfCh his system as the uast ow the cocaine charCed his 
nerTes. 

”Ne’re here,?
”NhereA? Dsked Herrick.
”qoes it matterA?
Herrick searched his sfrrofndinCs as the car continfed auonC the 

Pfiet and dark roads. Nith a momentary jash ow the vorTette’s headS
uiChts, Herrick made oft the cfrsiTe gritinC ow a sgiwtuy -assinC siCn. 
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Herrick tried to make oft the uay ow the uand, ghich gas hidden by 
the sowt uiCht ow the shrofded moon that onuy geakuy iuufminated the 
to-s ow distant trees. He gas war wrom any city. 

zhe buack vorTette -fuued f- to ghat seemed uike a constrfction 
site in the middue ow noghere. Lanic rose in Herrick’s chest at the 
siCht ow the desouate -ro-erty. zhe uarCe car-ark gas em-ty. zhere 
gasn’t a sinCue neiChborinC bfiudinC in the area. Ds his eyes Cradfauuy 
adIfsted, the obuonC -rolue ow a shadogy deserted hoteu came into 
Tieg aCainst the Cuoomy sky. zhe wfrther he stared, the more detaiu 
and -rotrfsions came into Tieg. zhe hewty, redSbricked bfiudinC gas 
gra--ed and braced in scaxoudinC togard the war end ow the tgoSstory 
strfctfre. zhe entire bfiudinC gas sha-ed uike the uetter ”B? ti--ed on 
its side. zhe hauwSconstrfcted bfiudinC rested in wront ow a rocky ridCe, 
-ositioned so cuose it seemed uike it gas beinC sgauuoged by the modest 
mofntain. 

”Nhere the heuu is thisA? Herrick scoxed and tfrned to wace his 
driTer. ”What the heuu is thisA? 

zhe driTer gore a uook ow com-uete indixerence as he casfauuy 
stoo-ed his head dogn to Cet a Tieg ow the hoteu oft ow Herrick’s 
-assenCerSside gindog. ”Books uike they Cot some maintenance gork 
CoinC on.? 

zhe driTer ueaned back in his seat and tfcked his hand into the side 
com-artment ow the driTerSside door. Dntici-atinC the gorst, Herrick 
gas sfr-rised to be -resented not gith the barreu end ow a Cfn, bft 
gith his ogn gauuet. 

”Nhat’s thisA? Herrick asked, starinC betgeen his driTer and the 
ueather gauuet. 

”Eof ask a uot ow Pfestions.? 
”Dnd yof haTen’t ansgered one -ro-eruy since ge uewt Manhattan.? 
”8t’s yofr gauuet.? 



”Hog did yof...A? Herrick -atted dogn his em-ty Iacket -ockets. 
”Nhere’s my -hone, and my CfnA? 

”Yo -hones, no cauus, no Cfn. Dnd no wfn. Eofr boss’s orders.? 
”zetroA? Herrick asked in Pfiet disbeuiew.

”vauTor.? zhe driTer narroged his eyes, his eF-ression conwfsed.
́ewore the agkgard siuence cofud Crog any wfrther, the driTer broke 

the tension. He gas eaCer to gra- f- his tri-. ”zhis is ghere yof’uu be 
stayinC, so kee- yofr head dogn and yofr nose cuean and yof shofud 
be oft ow here in no time.? 

Herrick stared at his driTer gith a dfmbwofnded eF-ression. 
”Oh, and yofr gauuet’s carryinC a bit more geiCht too. vom-uiS

ments ow yofr ca-tain.? 
Herrick strfCCued to take in auu this neg inwormation as he cuimbed 

oft onto the CraTeu driTegay. zhe vorTette droTe ox, the moment the 
-assenCer door shft. 

zhe -ogerwfu Crogu ow the —Scyuinder enCine gas Pfickuy uost in the 
distance, ueaTinC Herrick’s thfm-inC heart, fnsteady breath, and the 
crfnchinC CraTeu beneath his shiwtinC weet am-uiled to the nearSimS
-reCnabue siuence. zhe Centue yagn ow the cofntryside breepe remindS
ed Herrick ow the -fuse ow the Dtuantic Ocean. zhe thofCht scared 
him. He tfrned and made his gay togard the dark edilce, stiuu fnsfre 
ow the danCer the shadogs miCht houd. JouuoginC the garm uiCht at the 
base ow the scaxouded toger, Herrick entered throfCh the wront doors 
and into the hoteu uobby. 

Jor auu the crfde desouation and indfstriau cuftter oftside, the inS
side had the gorkinCs ow a charminC, aumost reCau hoteu. Mofnted 
auonC the gauus and beside the bouduy wramed doorgays gere eueCantuy 
carTed CoudenSbrass uam-s. D uarCe chandeuier hfnC in the center ow 
the hiCh ceiuinC, sfs-ended oTer a tauu DSwrame uadder. 8ts teardro- 
crystaus -oked oft wrom fnder a hoary tar-. 8n the distant corner ow 



the uarCe room, oud -uastic lFtfres and chea- cosmetic deKcor remained 
in a sad -iue, ready wor the dfm-. Herrick gauked across the woyer 
togard the rece-tion. zhe desk had thin -a-er ta-ed to its edCes and 
gas s-eckued gith -aint. zhe gauus on the riCht side ow the wront desk 
gere hauwS-ainted gith a wresh coat ow rich meruot red that dried oTer 
neftrauipinC ghite. zo the uewt, the oud coat ow harsh arctic bufe reS
mained -atchy and chi--ed. Herrick ranC the siuTer beuu restinC on the 
rece-tion cofnter, aimuessuy searchinC wor uiwe in the dereuict bfiudinC. 
Jrom behind the woCCy backSoVce gindog, a bufrry lCfre stood f- 
shar-uy and made its gay to the desk. D middueSaCed goman emerCed 
wrom the nook. Rhe seemed to be trfuy cafCht oxS Cfard6in more 
gays than one. zhe to- hauw ow the goman’s a--earance gas Tibrant 
and uofd. Rhe had hiCh buond hair and gore a tiCht s-aChettiSstra--ed 
to- that hfCCed her heaTy cueaTaCe and gide hi-s. GanCuy Coud Iegeury 
danCued wrom her ears and grists. On the bottom hauw, she gore oTerS
siped sgeat-ants and jfxy -ink sui--ers. Rhe a--roached the desk and 
straiChtened f-. Rhe took in Herrick’s dippyinC heiCht as she Cot cuoser 
to him. 

”Mister HerrickA? the middueSaCed goman asked in a sfnny 
gestScoast accent. 

Herrick gas throgn ox by the wact the goman somehog kneg his 
name6or becafse he stiuu gasn’t comwortabue hearinC it s-oken oft 
uofd. ”zhat’s riCht.? 

”Neucome,? she re-uied sgiwtuy, uookinC oTer his tired eF-ression 
and scarred wace. Herrick cofud teuu she gas tryinC her best not to 
IfdCe his skeeTy a--earance, as she sgiwtuy moTed her Cape to the oud 
beatenSdogn com-fter to her uewt and manicauuy beCan -eckinC at the 
bfuky keyboard. ”Yog, yof’uu be stayinC gith fs tiuu the geekend. 8s 
that riChtA? 

”Rfre, that gorks wor me.?



”Yog bewore yof say anythinC, 8 a-ouoCipe wor the mess. 8 gasn’t 
eF-ectinC any Cfests wor another tgo months. ́ft in yofr case, 8 gas 
giuuinC to make an eFce-tion. 8’m not one to be a stick in the mfd, and 
the sherix has auready been so nice and geucominC . . .? 

”zhe sherixA? Herrick interrf-ted. ”zhe reserTation gas wor 4frt 
Herrick, riChtA? 

zhe goman nodded, hfmminC aCreeabuy. Herrick o-ened his 
mofth to res-ond, bft bewore he cofud say anythinC she cft him ox 
gith a cheery introdfction. ”My name is Goan zeuson.? Rhe -uaywfuuy 
-uaced the back ow her riCht hand aCainst the uewt side ow her mofth. 
”zhat’s Miss zeuson, bft don’t teuu my sonSowSaSbitch eFShfsband6? 
she ginked, ”6and this is my hoteu.? Rhe rouued her eyes. ”Neuu, 
soonStoSbe hoteu.? Rhe heud her hand -rofduy oft to the hauwSlnished 
uobby. ”Neucome to the Wock Houuog Hoteu, Mister Herrick.? 

Herrick didn’t knog ghether to uafCh at the comicauuy oftSowS-uace 
hoteu ogner or rfn oft screaminC. Her sfnny and cuearuy rehearsed 
s-ieu gas lt wor a kid’s birthday -arty, bft her dress sense gofud be 
more sfited to some chea- !eCas Moteu D, not a charminC EeorS
CianSstyue hoteu in Yeg “nCuand. zhe sfrreau interaction seemed 
threateninC to Herrick. His heart, stiuu eaCeruy -fm-inC the eiChtSbauu 
throfCh his body, cafsed his mind to race gith -ointuess thofChts that 
demanded more attention. His Iag uocked f- into an fnderbite and 
-rodfced a strained smiue. His eyes jfctfated betgeen gide o-en and 
narroginC to a sPfint. 

”Eof okay, daruinCA? Miss zeuson asked, anCuinC her head to one 
side. zhe uog ceiuinC uiChts reTeaued, ghat seemed uike, waint brfisinC 
arofnd her riCht cheekbone, ghich she’d coTered f- gith a thick uayer 
ow wofndation. 



”Dre you okayA? Herrick re-uied, tryinC his best not to stare too 
mfch, uike she’d done gith him ghen he lrst gauked in uookinC uike 
Jrankenstein’s monster. 

”8’m hfnkySdory and tickued -ink, daruinC. Yog, yof’re in room 
Fq on the third joor.? Rhe oxered him a room key and an enTeuo-e 
wrom the back gauu’s nfmbered Crid ow cfbbyhoues and hooks. ”Here’s 
yofr key and yofr geucome uetter. ́reakwast giuu be ready wor yof in the 
morninC wrom siF thirty tiuu nine. Rorry wor the earuiness, 8 haTe gork 
to do tomorrog gith the bfiuders. Dnd as 8 said, 8 gasn’t eF-ectinC 
Cfests yet. ́ft 8 manaCed to lnd some vanadian bacon, wresh OG, and 
a gaGe iron Ifst in time wor yof.? 

Herrick mirrored the middueSaCed goman’s worced smiue and took 
his cfe to ueaTe. Rtiuu, they ke-t eye contact wor an fncomwortabue 
moment as he gauked ox. 

”Dnd, daruinCH? zeuson cauued oft, cafsinC Herrick to hauwStfrn at 
the woot ow the car-eted staircase. ”8w yof need anythinC euse wrom me 
toniCht, -uease don’t hesitate to cauu. 8 can be f- to yofr room in a 
Iixy.? 

Herrick nodded -ouiteuy, fsinC the geucome enTeuo-e to gaTe 
”thanks? bewore tfrninC to ascend the stairs. zhe gauus ow the stairS
case gere a dark Termiuuion gith stri-s ow Coud arabesPfe -atterns 
rfnninC horipontauuy and ueadinC f- the staircase. zhe occasionau 
buackSandSghite -ictfre hfnC in his eyeSuine. zhey gere uike smauu 
gindogs into the -ast. zhe wramed -hotoCra-hs gere ow men and 
gomen riCiduy -osed at dixerent wactories, warms, and lshinC docks. 
zhey auu gore sober eF-ressions. “ach -erson dis-uayed the same sfruy 
buank eF-ression ow a -rison mfCshot or -ass-ort -hoto. 

Ds Herrick reached the third joor, he beCan to cofnt his gay dogn 
each nfmbered door fntiu he arriTed oftside his room at the end ow 
the LersianScar-eted corridor. He fnuocked the door and -fshed it 



gide o-en. Dwter a--rehensiTe scrftiny ow the -itchSbuack room. He 
Pfickuy couuected the cofraCe to ste- inside, cuose the door behind him, 
and briskuy stride into the dark room. zryinC to aToid the stream ow 
sowt moonuiCht s-iuuinC in wrom the street, he eFtended his arm as war 
as he cofud and cuosed the buinds wrom his hidden -osition. zhe room 
gas sfddenuy cast into wfrther darkness. He retraced his wootste-s back 
to the wront door and buinduy -robed the gauu wor the uiCht sgitch. 
Ds the room instantuy luued gith a garm amber Cuog, he strode back 
to the gindog and tossed the key and enTeuo-e on the bed. Herrick 
Centuy -eeued o-en a crack in the shaCCy cfrtains and -eered oft into 
the coud niCht throfCh the mfrky gindog-ane. 8t gas a hafntinC 
eTeninC. Herrick had a -erwect TantaCe -oint wrom his room. zhe wront 
driTegay and entrance gere cuearuy seen wrom his -osition. Larauueu 
gith the hoteu gas the uonC road he came in on, and both ends waded 
into buackness on his east and gest. 8w zetro’s men came, he’d see them 
cominC a miue agay, uiterauuy. He tfrned back to the garmth ow the 
room, -inchinC the bridCe ow his nose, and reueasinC a shaky breath. 

He -icked f- the geucome uetter restinC gith the key on the matS
tress, -resfminC the enTeuo-e gofud sim-uy be luued gith ueajets ow 
uocau adTertisements, restafrants, and recreationau actiTities wor TaS
cationinC wamiuies. ́ft the cfrsiTe gritinC on -a-er cafCht his eye. 
NincinC at the titue in conwfsion, he rested his heaTy geiCht on the 
bed, o-ened the enTeuo-e, and beCan to read. 

Detective Herrick.
I extend to you my warmest welcome to Mill Willow. Justin speaks very 
highly of you. I’m looking forward to having your help on this case. If 
you need anything at all please feel free to call me personally. 

Sheriff Gabe Gavi 



1145 7639 1633 

Herrick uooked f- wrom the geucome note, craninC his head to the 
side in thofCht and tryinC to -rocess the uast hofr ow stranCe interS
actions. His -ersonau driTer’s secretiTe attitfde. zhe hauwSconstrfcted, 
em-ty hoteu. The perfect place for hiding a body in the cement foun-
dation. Miss zeuson’s contradictory sfnny yet de-ressed demeanor. 
What’s she hiding? Dnd nog a geucome note wrom the sherix ow Miuu 
Niuuog. Wherever that is. 

Rfddenuy, the sowt scra-e ow a suog wootste- scratched aCainst the 
car-et behind him. Herrick instantuy Ifm-ed to his weet, gith his back 
to the gindog, and waced the sfdden sofnd ow the intrfder. 8t gasn’t 
one ow zetro’s men as he’d antici-ated, bft Bfcio zetro’s dafChter, 
Latience. 

Pattycake. 
zhe siFSyearSoud Ciru raised her head in a suog deuayed motion. 

Herrick stared in disbeuiew at the smauu Ciru. Rhe gas gearinC the same 
Tiouet sfmmer dress he’d uast seen her in, bft the couor had waded 
to a dreary Crayish hfe. 8ts wabric gas s-rinkued gith dro-uets ow 
dryinC buood. Herrick’s breathinC became frCent and fnsteady. His 
heartbeat thfm-ed hard aCainst the gauus ow his chest. His breathinC 
sto--ed as she tfrned wrom the gauu to wace him headSon. 8t gasn’t 
ghat gas reTeaued to Herrick that uodCed his heart in his throat, bft 
ghat gasn’t. zhe entire uewt side ow the Ciru’s wace gas missinC. “F-osed 
get jesh and brains hfnC oft the smauu chasm ow torn bone and s-uit 
cartiuaCe on the side ow her skfuu. ́oth her hands gere get and dri--inC 
gith buood. Her hair gas sinCed, gith onuy a weg thin strands hanCinC 
-atheticauuy oTer the buoodied houe. Her riCht eye gas heaTiuy brfised 
and worced shft. zhey both stared at each other in siuence. zhe enerCy 



ow the room sfddenuy shiwted as the riCht side ow the mftiuated uittue 
Ciru’s wace suoguy constricted and the corner ow her ui- arched into a 
crooked smiue. 

Riuence. 
Rhe buasted togard Herrick gith her arms heud oft. RmashinC his 

back into the gauu, Herrick -fshed himseuw worgard gith his arms 
heud hiCh, tryinC des-erateuy to kee- oft ow the uittue Ciru’s reach. He 
agkgarduy ho--ed across the mattress as she weuu into the gauu ghere 
he’d once stood. Rhe -ro-euued herseuw back togard him on the other 
side ow the room. Herrick wranticauuy reached oft and cafCht houd ow 
the door handue, -fuuinC it o-en and suamminC it shft. He ran at wfuu 
s-eed dogn the stairs, throfCh the uobby, and oft into the wriCid, coud 
niCht. 


